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2018-2019 IES Sheridan Quincy Trail Project

Project Overview
The 2018-2019 IES Sheridan Quincy Trail Project (SQT) 
marks the fifth year of partnership and project development 
in the community of Sheridan, Colorado for the Institute for 
Environmental Solutions (IES) and community stakeholders. 
SQT is a community and environmental improvement project 
focused on restoring and improving the Sheridan Quincy 
Trail. Program goals include providing environmental and 
leadership education for students and creating an inviting 
space on school property and along the trail by planting 
native flora and developing a community space. 

IES will provide major environmental improvements along 
the trail. Two ecology and leadership workshops for the Fort 
Logan Northgate (FLN) Leadership Class will engage students in stewardship and will enhance their leadership curriculum. 
IES volunteer Tree Stewards will care for the sites during the year to water, weed, and mulch the site. Tree Stewards keep 
new trees healthy for the first three years.

Sheridan and the West Quincy Trail
Sheridan is an urban community of 6,000 people southwest of Denver. The West Quincy Trail is an important trail section 
for the community, located immediately south of the Sheridan High School football field, between South Irving Street and 
Federal Boulevard. The trail is essential for community members, as it serves as one of the main non-motorized routes 
between Federal and Irving. Previous IES projects successfully implemented environmental restoration efforts through 
planting along the existing path and the adjacent school district property. This year, the project will install planters, boulders, 
and a rain garden while maintaining the plants from previous years.

The 2018 IES Sheridan Quincy Trail project objectives include the following:

• Decrease stormwater runoff and erosion along the Sheridan Quincy Trail by planting native trees, shrubs, 
flowers, and grasses.  

• Plan and install planters and boulders along the trail to establish a welcoming environment for Sheridan 
residents.

• Create and maintain relationships with community leaders and all parties interested in the project.  

• Create an interactive education program for FLN students that provides lessons in community leadership, 
including how to effectively plan and implement a planting program.
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Community Space Design
In the fall of 2018, IES will design an inviting space along the trail to promote use by residents. Proposed ideas include 
adding planters at the entrance to the community space, creating a rain garden along Irving Street to mitigate stormwater 
runoff, and collaborating with stakeholders to design an information kiosk for the trail entrance. A rain garden is a garden 
created with native plants along a water flow path to decrease stormwater runoff. The roots of the native plants provide a 
barrier to the water, which prevents erosion. When the design is approved by project stakeholders, IES will implement the 
plan with FLN students during a fall community space building event. 

Fort Logan Northgate School Leadership Class
The FLN Leadership Class is a group of dedicated middle school students involved in a variety of projects to improve the 
Sheridan community. The SQT project supports the idea that community engagement is on-going, and that community 
improvement takes multiple years of hard work. Students will give back to the Sheridan community and leave their legacy 
by creating a community space for others to enjoy for years to come through this project. During the school year, they will 
visit the site twice weekly to care for the plants and trees. During the workshops, students learn about planting techniques, 
Colorado ecology, and leadership in their community. 
Local community leaders participate in the SQT project to 
support students by engaging in conversations about their 
rewarding roles in Sheridan.

An FLN student described the best part about participating 
in IES projects as “spending time helping the community 
and making it look better”. Students learn valuable 
teamwork skills and become local environmental stewards. 
Over the past three years, they have planted more than 
300 shrubs along the trail and installed a pollinator garden, 
walking trail, and a solar light. 

During the 2018-19 SQT Project, students in the Leadership 
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Class will develop a rain garden to decrease stormwater 
runoff along the trail, reestablish native plants in the 
area, and beautify the trail to encourage use by Sheridan 
residents. Students will plant over 100 native shrub and 
grass species along the trail and on school property. They 
will learn leadership skills in an environmental context, 
preparing them to be environmental stewards now and in 
the future.

IES is excited to continue these valuable partnerships 
with FLN, Sheridan School District No. 2, South Suburban 
Parks and Recreation, and the city of Sheridan to empower 
Sheridan students through important environmental work.

Project Partners and Funding
IES Sheridan Quincy Trail Project partners include the 
following: 

South Suburban Parks and Recreation District 
Fort Logan Northgate School 
Sheridan School District No. 2 
City of Sheridan

Generous grant funding has been provided by Xcel Energy 
Foundation, the Colorado Health Foundation, and Neil Lillard. 
IES depends on financial contributions of organizations 
and individuals. If you would like to donate to this project, 
please donate online at https://www.coloradogives.org/
i4es, or mail a check to IES, 761 Newport Street, Denver, 
CO 80220.

About IES
IES is a Denver-based non-profit organization that engages 
a variety of stakeholders to deliver technically sound 
solutions to complex environmental and public health 
problems – without unwanted side effects. IES was founded 
in 2004 to apply an innovative approach to environmental 
problem solving that emphasizes asking difficult questions, 
involving all potentially affected stakeholders in project 
design and oversight, and a commitment to sound science. 
The IES Tree Project improves Colorado cities using tree 
science. Through collaborative partnerships, IES restores 
natural systems, educates children and adults, and 
improves community health and economy. Since 2011, IES 
has  completed ten community-based planting projects, 
planting more than 1,200 native trees, shrubs, and grasses 
throughout the Denver metro area. 

IES welcomes volunteers to join the Tree Steward team and 
care for plants for three years following planting. If you are 
interested, please contact solutions@i4es.org.
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Donation and Volunteer Opportunities
Donations are important for sustaining all IES projects. IES has the following opportunities for donations and volunteers for 
the 2017-2018 Sheridan Quincy Trail Project. All project donors are recognized for their contributions towards the Sheridan 
Quincy Trail Project.

Flexible community volunteer opportunities as an IES Tree Steward are also available. Tree Stewards provide essential 
care to all projects by watering, weeding, and mulching planted areas to help plants flourish. IES welcomes all interested 
community members to join the Tree Steward team to learn about tree care and to partner with us to improve the Sheridan 
Quincy Trail.

Support the Sheridan Quincy Trail Project
The success of the SQT Project depends on the support of 
community members. Please visit our website to make a tax-
deductible donation or to learn about how to become a volunteer 
Tree Steward in Sheridan. For more information, visit our website at 
www.i4es.org or contact IES by email or phone at solutions@i4es 
or (720) 295-4437.

E N E R GY    W AT E R    A I R    C A R B O N

Donation Amount What it does for education and the environment
$250 Plant 10 xeriscape plants to stabilize the Quincy Trail

$500 Supply reusable water bottles or project shirts for the FLN students working on the Quincy Trail

$1,000 Provide educational workshop materials for middle school students on local ecology, ecological 
balance, community planning, and the importance of environmental stewardship.

$2,500 Plant 100 native shrubs to stabilize the Quincy Trail and reduce pollution in Sheridan

$5,000 Purchase planting materials for a new community space along the trail that students from Fort 
Logan Northgate 3-8 School will design. Materials will include plants, mulch, tools, and soil.


