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The Institute for Environmental Solutions is an independent non-profit organization that 
engages stakeholders to deliver technically sound solutions to complex environmental 
health problems – without unwanted side effects.
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IES VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:
� Join the IES Chemical Footprint Project Team
��%HFRPH�D�OLDLVRQ�ZLWK�\RXU�FRPPXQLW\�RU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ
��6HUYH�RQ�WKH�,(6�6WHHULQJ�&RPPLWWHH
��-RLQ�WKH�,(6�%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV
��%H�D�VWDNHKROGHU�DQG�FRQWULEXWH�LGHDV

IES CHEMICAL 
FOOTPRINT PROJECT
�'HPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�SUHYHQWLRQ�LV�

more effective than treatment 
to reduce Contaminants of 
Emerging Concern (CECs) in our 
water and improve human 
environmental health.

�)RVWHU�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�UHGXFH�
XVH�RI�SHUVRQDO�FDUH��IRRG��DQG�
household products containing 
harmful chemicals.

�(PSRZHU�LQGLYLGXDOV��
EXVLQHVVHV��FLYLF�JURXSV��
JRYHUQPHQWV��DQG�ZDWHUVKHG�
alliances.

FOSTERING 
SUSTAINABLE BEHAVIOR
The IES Save Our Water 
Initiative proposes to:
�:RUN�ZLWK�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�ZLWK�

CECs in the water system that 
cause economic and/or human 
health problems.

�,GHQWLI\�VDIH�DQG�HIIHFWLYH�
alternatives to products 
containing Contaminants of 
Emerging Concern.

�&UHDWH�DQ�$FWLRQ�3ODQ�WR�ZRUN�
with stakeholders to prevent 
CECs in the water system – and 
solve the contamination 
problem.

�,PSOHPHQW�WKH�SODQ�

What’s the Harm?
Contaminants of Emerging 
Concern affect human and 
environmental health in 
many ways.
��6HULRXV�KXPDQ�KHDOWK�HIIHFWV��

linked to exposures to CECs:  
endocrine disruption (reduced 
IHUWLOLW\��DEQRUPDOLWLHV��FDQFHUV�
LQ�UHSURGXFWLYH�RUJDQV���
LQFUHDVHG�LPPXQH�GLVHDVHV��
obesity and diabetes.

��([SRVXUH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�RWKHU�
FDQFHUV��VNLQ�VHQVLWLYLWLHV�DQG�
DOOHUJLHV��DQG�LQFUHDVHG�
antibacterial resistance.

��7R[LF�DQG�HQGRFULQH�GLVUXSWLQJ�
effects on a wide variety of 
species.

��%LRDFFXPXODWLRQ�DQG�
biomagnification of certain 
chemicals through the food 
chain.

��&(&V�DUH�SUHVHQW�LQ�ORZ�GRVHV�LQ�
our drinking water. CECs are 
unregulated and not targeted for 
removal in water treatment. 

Get involved and volunteer!
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We all live 
downstream

R E D U C E  Y O U R

CHEMICAL FOOTPRINT

The Cycle of Water Contaminants

Why Prevention is More Effective Than Treatment

Prevention $GGUHVVLQJ�WKH�SUREOHP�DW�WKH�VRXUFH�WR�UHGXFH�ZDWHU�
FRQWDPLQDQWV�WKDW�WKUHDWHQ�KXPDQ�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�KHDOWK

:H�DUH�H[SRVHG�WR�
Contaminants of 
Emerging Concern 
when we use products 
with the chemicals in 
RXU�KRPHV��:H�DGG�
chemicals to the water 
supply when the water 
is rinsed and flushed.

:DVWHZDWHU�WUHDWPHQW�
plants are not 
designed to remove 
Contaminants of 
Emerging Concern. 
CECs harm aquatic 
life and water 
ecosystems.

'ULQNLQJ�ZDWHU�
treatment plants are 
not designed to 
remove Contaminants 
of Emerging Concern. 
&(&V�HQWHU�RXU�KRPHV��
exposing our families 
to harmful effects.

Prevention:
+ Save money through reduced consumption and use 

of cheaper alternatives to harmful chemicals

��5HGXFH�ZDWHU�FRQWDPLQDQWV�WKDW�FDXVH�LOOQHVV
��0RUH�HIIHFWLYH�WKDQ�ZDWHU�WUHDWPHQW�SURFHVVHV
+ Improve ecological and environmental health

Treatment:
- Costly for wastewater and 

drinking water treatment

��/LPLWHG�HIIHFWLYHQHVV
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